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Tueſday the 2d Day of October 1770, 
1 and in the tenth Year of the Reign 
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T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be given to the 

Reverend Mr. Ar THOR, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, for his Sermon preached before this Court, and the 
Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Guildhall 
Chapel, on Saturday the 29th Day of September laſt, before the 
Election of a Lord Mayor of this City for the Year — And 
that he be defired'to print the ſame, 
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ISAIAH LX. 


17. For braſs I will bring gold,. 
And for iron I will bring fler, 
And for wood brafs, ant Bo Saas des 
7 will alfo make thy Orricers peace, 
And thine Ex ACTORS righteouſneſs. — 


21. Thy PeorLE alſo ſhall be all righteous. 


HE prophetic writings not only atteſt our holy Re- 
ligion, by a wonderful diſplay of its fates and for- 
tunes; but alſo comprehend the ende principles of 
all true Policy. 

Whoever carefully examines in either view this mf cele- 
brated of all the prophets, will find an illuſtrious manifeſtation 
of divine preſcience ; ever watchful over its favourite work, 
the Chriſtian Faith and * its beginning to the end 
of time. 
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The Prophet, having (from his XLth chapter) deſeribed 
the genius of Chriſtianity and the character of its Author, with 
the, greateſt abundance. variety and majeſty of thought; pro- 
ceeds, if poſſible in a ſublimer ſtrain, to predict iis growing, 
glories and happy conſummation [Al- The general argument 
of theſe: predictions, taken collectively as they relate to the 
chriſtian Church, deſcribes its Beginnings in the incarnation, 
character and paſſion of CHRISH [B}: its original purity, and 
excellent tendeney to redeem. reform and bleſs. mankind [C]: 
its ſubſequent depravations and corruptions [D: its reforma- 
tion and recovery from barbariſm tyzanny and ſuperſtition [E]: 
its growth and advancement in interior graces and external fe- 
licity [F]: its extenſion, and univerſality [ Gi: its conflict and 
victory over all its enemies ſpiritual and temporal [H]: and 
the grand reſult of chriſtianity, the happineſs of human ſo- 
ciety, and. the. glories of the heavenly ſtate II 

The immediate argument of the LXth tn; is to pre- 
dict chat period of the Goſpel, when, by the external preva- 
lence and interior efficacy of its doctrines, a ſtate of much 
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bigher improvement in virtue and general happineſs, nearly 
advancing to perfection itſelf, ſhall commence on earth, and 
never end: a ſtate, ſo exquiſitely deſcribed throughout this 
chapter, that, to give an adequate idea of it, it would be 
neceſſary to repeat and comment on the whole: which neither 
the majeſty and extent of the ſubject, nor the time and buſineſs 
of this meeting, will admit of. I ſhall therefore confine my 
thoughts to the text before us, which contains the following 
aſſertions or predictive promifes of God to man. 

I. That the ſtate of Chriſtianity and civil Society ſhall be 
always progreflive and improving in the world. For braſs I 
will bring gold, and for iron I will _ ours and for wood 
—_ and for fones iron. . 

II. That the natural and human means and inftruments of 
eivil and religious progreſſion and improvement in ſociety, will 
be the ſupreme and ſubordinate Magiſtrates of Chriſtian States, 
both eccleſiaſtical and civil. I cuil alſo make wt _ ney 
amd thine Eractors ane. 2 | 


1. 

Tux great inſtrument of divine Providence in forwarding 
the ſtate' of Society, and improving the condition of humanity 
on earth till the conſummation of its happineſs in heaven, is 
The Chriſtian Religion, as contained in H. SS. in its ge- 
nuine purity. The rendency of this amiable Religion is to 
produce perfect peace quictneſs and aſſurance for ever [K]: 
and it only fails of this happy ect, in proportion as it is op- 
poſed, retarded, or eorrupted, by the voluntary perverſeneſe 
of free · agents; whoſe liberty God does not mean to over- rule 
by any Item. of laws for the regulation of their conduct. 
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As far as could be conſiſtent with the abuſes of human liberty, 
Chriſtianity hath, not only in its tendency but effects, wrought 
a moſt happy change in the world. In its firſt ages, when it 
- conquered by its ſufferings, it aboliſhed the palytheitm ido- 
latry and barbarous ſuperſtitions and many of the moſt flagi- 
tious and cruel vices of paganiſm. It induced Humanity into. 
the ancient world; it was friendly. to Learning and befriended 
by it[L}; it extended, ſublimed and regulated the ſpirit of 
Patriotiſm by the principle of univerſat Charity : and the -mo- 
ral and political reformation it effected muſt appear very ſur- 
prizing and truly divine to a learned and impartial enquirer. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the corruptions of this divine 
ſcheme of Religion, by the antichriſtian abuſes of it to the 
purpoſes of ſuperſtition impoſture and tyranny, haue been 
almoſt as great and ſignal as its benefits. But, as it is a mi- 
ſerable ſophiſm, though a common one, to argue from the 
abuſe againſt the utility and truth of our Religion: it cannot 
be denied, that ſo many and great advantages were derived to 
Society by the Reformation, as in a good meaſure to correſpond 
with the ideas of the Prophet in this deſcription IMI]: fo far 
at leſt, as to lead us to expect a fuller N of it in 


ſome future age oe. | 
"oe Much 


1˙ The Has n which dnnined ben the. death if M. Avz33.wn, 
flouriſhed. with the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity by ConsTANnTINE, It is well known, 
that the Revival of Learning and Reformation of Religion advanced together in the 
XVIth Century. See the late excellent Archbiſhop Seck.ex's: Sermons. Vol. IV. 57. ſequ. 
IM] Hoc pro oerto habemus—— Prophetiam complecti. omnes res, quæ ad Chri- 
Kianam r 
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EN} Nor is our own age without ſome favourable circumſtances, which may wal be 
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Mvcn indeed remains to be done; and much, it is hoped, 
may be done, by the united efforts of the truly honeſt ; that 
is, of ſuch as found their Political character on the baſis of 
Religious Principle. From ſuch men, and from ſuch only; 
either in ſtations of public truſt and authority, or in the nar- 
rower: ſphere of private life; can we hope for any real im- 
provements in national happineſs. This aſſertion is warranted 
by Inſpiration itſelf, which. in the text derives the felicity of 
ſome future age from the manners and principles of men in 
authority, and of the People in general. I WILL MAkE 
THINE OFFICERS PEACE, AND THINE EXACTORS. RIGHTE= 
OUSNESS -- THY PEOPLE ALSO SHALL BE ALL RIGHTEOUS.. 
The terms are all emphatical: OrricExs [O], properly of 
care and ſuperintendency, as of the Miniſters of Religion. over 
their Charge : who, in thoſe happy times, ſhall be and. ſhall 
enjoy Peace, neither troubling nor troubled, but advancing the 
piety of the Church by their ſanctity of manners and faith- 
fulneſs of office. 

Exac'rion [P] is ; an idea of the Civil Magiſtracy we ſhould 
not perhaps expect to find in ſuch a deſcription of a golden 
age. But the ſenſe is clear and beautiful. Even they, whoſe 
office is naturally vexatious to the ſubjet, in thoſe happy 
times ſhall exerciſe it with ſo much equity and humanity, 
as not to diſtreſs but protect the people. By ExaQtors 
then are meant Civil Magiſtrates in general, ſupreme or ſubor- 
dinate ; and their characteriſtic, as that of che eccleſiaſtical 


and the humanity of. its Monarchs (war alone excepted) together with the great im- 
provements now making in the Russ iAx Empire more extenſive than that of ancient. 
Roms, warrant theſe hopes in favour of human happineſs, 
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government, is expreſſed by un elegant abſtraction, not 
only Peaceful, not only Juſt, but Peace and Righteouſneſs 
itſelf; without any mixture of violence, extortion, corruption, 
or indirection in the One; of ignorance, contention, negli 
gence, or ſecularity in the Other. 

How far this high-wrought portrait of the Prophet reſembles 
any age of Chriſtianity, or our own age and nation in particu- 
lar; it might be ſome preſumption to enquire. But, as with- 

out malignity, ſo without flattery, we may obſerve, that feu 

if any times have ſeen at the head of a great nation a Sove» 
REIGN. more virtuous, more religions, and in both more exems 
Platy, than we are at preſent bleſſed with: and nothing i 
requiſite to make thoſe eminent virrues a real bleſſing to His 
people, but the imitation and concurrence of all who are in 
power and authority under Him, to en their genuine 
influence. 
The true Sonndialon of political virtue is Religious prin- 
ciple. CHRIST, by His ſovereign direction, fuperintends the 
government of His Church: and the higheſt powers on eart! 
are ſubject to Him, either in a ſtate of unavailing hoſtility - 
apoſtacy and unbelief; or, in a happy concurrence with His 
_ divine adminiſtration, faithful and loyal ſubjects of Him who 
is the K1ixG os Kincs and Loxp or Lorps. We mean not; 
by this auguſt title aſcribed in H. SS. to the won or Gop, 
any arrogant pretenſions of ſpiritual or temporal authority 
veſted in churches or eccleſiaſtics; but ſolely, the juſt and ſu- 
preme dominion of HA who e ee e h 
in righteouſneſs er 
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It is therefore the Religious Principle of ſubje&ion to Chriſt 
united with Public Spirit, which forms that accompliſhed 
eharacter, THe CHRISTIAN ParRIOT: The diſunion of theſe. 
great qualities is the primary Cauſe of national diſeontents; 
and their friendly co-operation in the hearts of thoſe in Public 
ſtations ever produces public felicity. For, all true Patriotiſm 
being founded on the eternal baſts of Religious Principle; on this 
alone will every department of government and magiſtracy be 
adminiſtered and obeyed with perfect rectitude and integrity. 
Neither of theſe principles are fingly and ſeparately productive 
of the higheſt public good; but both combined and acting in 
concert. The Religious principle without patriot affection 
eontrafts the mind to bigotry, perſecution, and wrong ideas 
of Government: and Patriotiſm, without Religion to direct its 
activity, is ever apt to degenerate into Faction. 

To illuſtrate theſe poſitions by ſome great examples of _ 
times: Was the moſt enlightened. genius with the beſt: 
intentions, to form an ideal plan of philoſophio policy; he 
would not eafily invent a theory more complete, than the 
actual conſtitution of Ex ax at the glorious Revolution. 
Yet, ſuch is the imperfe&ion of human virtue and poliey, 
that the corruption of this admirable frame of mixed govern- 
ment is in a manner coëval with its exiſtence: the very 
Prince and Adminiſtration that formed and eſtabliſned it, hav- 
ing been induced to ſupport it againſt a diſaffected party, by 
other arts than thoſe of pure Religion, ſuſtice, and Integrity. 
Had that great and patriot K ing but truſted only to the recti - 
tude of his meaſures; his throne would have been gfabliſbed 
by righteouſneſs [R]; and he would have been as invineible 
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againſt a domeſtic faction which moleſted his whole reign, 
as he was againſt the arms of France. But the preferring a 
political expedient to the eternal ſttength of integrity, hath 
intailed on this kingdom an evil ever ſince increaſing, of a 
more threatening aſpect, than either any principle of decay in 
the conſtitution itſelf, or than foreign violence. 

When virtuous Princes are afraid to truſt to the Rectitude 
of their meaſures; and, when a patriot oppoſition place their 
whole dependance on the ſpirit and ſtrength of party, exclu- 
ſive of Chriſtian principle: the virtues of the one will be un- 
ſucceſsful to procure public tranquillity; and the efforts of the 
other will be unavailing to reform the corruptions of the 
times. Hence, from this partial and ill- founded policy, thoſe 
portents recorded in the annals of our hiſtory: Virtue and 
Religion at variance with the public weal; and magnanimity, 
public-ſpirit and incorruption rende ed uſeleſs and even per- 
nicious to the ſtate, by a fatal diſregard, either to purity of 

| Morals or to the Chriſtian Faith which, by the contagion 

| of ſuch examples, come by degrees to loſe their hold on the 
= minds of the people. 

On pure Religion Juſtice and r depend the vera] 

ſtrength of government: and all other arts of ſupporting it, 
however ſpecious, however well- intended, are, like the clay 

in the image [S], weakneſs mixed with ſtrength, and ee 

the ſounder parts in the ruins of the weaker. 

All that can or ought to be attempted, to prevent ſuch a 
Conſtitution being broken to pieces together and becoming like 

i the chaff of the ſummer threſhing Moors; is, for thoſe in power 
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and office, from time: to time to clear the State of thoſe dan- 
' gerous accretions, that may have adhered to it; and reduce it 
back, with wiſdom and moderation, to its primitive model. 
For this noble work of true Patriotiſm is not to be effected 
by great commotions and violent changes- in government ; 
but ſolely by the ſilent operation of virtuous principle, firſt in 
the Magiſtrate and then in the Subject, producing conſtant 
and progreſſive though perhaps flow and indiſcernible im- 
provements in the tate of Society: in the figurative ſtyle of 
the Prophet, bringing for fones Iron, and for wood Braſs, 
For iran Silver, and for braſs Gold. Whatever attempts are 
made by a ſpurious Patriotiſm, oppoſite. to and not founded 
on ſubjection to CarrsT and Hs Laws, to reform ſupport 
or amend our Conſtitution, will be ever baffled and defeated: 
or the nation and kingdom, that will not ſerve THE, ſhall pe- 
#j/þ TJ: and the only hope of proſperous and quiet times, is 
in the union and combination of ne Sp1RIT with CHRI- 
$STIAN Farrx and VirgTut. 

Every good man in every ſtation. will ſeek the good of his 
country: but, as it is in a conſiderable meaſure in the power 
of Magiſtrates and Public perſons to benefit the State; let 
everyone. Who is inveſted. with that honourable character be 
careful to acquit himſelf, firſt to Gop and his own heart, 
then to his country and conſtituents, for the upright acquiſi- 
tion and uſe of the power he is intruſted with by them For 
THEIR GOOD: Let him be careful to found his public cha- 
racter on his profeſſed ſubjection to CHRIS T's moral govern- 
ment. Let him not ſacriſice to private emolument the obvi- 
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ous good of the community; which he muſt often do, in cor- 
rupt times, if ever he ſacrifices his Independency ; that invalu- 
able diſtinction. of a Magiſtrate, by which alone he can ſecure 
to himſelf the free and conſcientious exerciſe of his lawful 
powers; and exert his talents. in procuring; for the public thoſe: 
real Improvements, by which (agreeable to the ſpirit of that 
famous Oath of the Athenians [U]) he may « Defend 
and protect His COUNTRY AND HIS REr.1610N, whether 
« alone or in conjunction with. others: he will not leave the 
&. Public in a worſe condition than he found it, Bur IN A. 
4 BETTER: he will be always ready to obey. the Supreme 
« Magiſtrate, with. prudence; and ta ſubmit to the Eſtabliſhed. 
© laws, and. to all ſuch as ſhall be hereafter eſtabliſhed by 
« full conſent of the PEOrLE:— and laſtly, HE WILL, 
„ CONBORM TO THE NATIONAL RELIGION.” | 

What. thoſe Improvements are, which in- the \profent: Times: 
an honeſt and chriſtian ſubject would wiſh and pray for, it 
might perhaps ill become a private man to declare. Projects 
of amendment and of reformation, which in public, cha- 
racters may be productive of great bleſſings to the Church 
and State, from. private men may ſeem preſumptuous and 
chimerical. Vet this malady of projecting to Reform the 
public' hath been ever epidemical with. ſtudious and retired 
people; who, mere ſpectators of an active ſcene, cannot help 
ſometimes wiſhing | to- new-model ſome e of: the drama. 
before them. | 


UI Apud STon zum, de Rep. Serm. xli. as cited and tranſlated by the moſt learned 
Hiſhop 8 Alliance of Ch. and St., III. 3. p. 334. and Div. Leg. II. 5. 
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Abſolute perfection is peculiar and appropriate to Goy 
alone, the Beſt and Greateſt : but progreſſion improvement 
and melioration, ever advancing to perfection, is the proper 
characteriſtic of rational and moral creatures, either as indivi- 
duals, or in civil and religious Society. 

Meaſures of Reformation, whatever they are or may be, 
ſhould be the work of a Good King, of honeſt Miniſters, 
of a wiſe and virtuous Senate, of learned and pious Church - 
governours, of juſt and able Magiſtrates, And to ſuch a 
Reformation, thus authorized, every private citizen through- 
out the ſtate ſhould contribute their prayers their concurrence | 
and virtuous example. For I would obſerve, for the ſake of 
thoſe who hear theſe duties of Magiſtrates, that there are 
- alſo duties on the part of the pro, which (in thoſe happy 
times foretold by the Prophet) are all comprized in this 
ſhort but great encomium: Thy People alſo ſhall be all 
Righteous. Private morals and perſonal ſanctification is the 
true diſtinction of a chriſtian ſubject: and the end of go- 
vernment is, that wwe may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honefly WJ. Were the people more attentive to 
this great obje&, than to the political conteſts of the times, 
they would not be worſe governed. A diſpoſition to cenſure 
thoſe in power hath been ever the vice of a free people: but 
frequent and indiſcriminate cenſure weakens its effect. Never 
was there a time, in the annals of this nation, when the ſpirit 
of defamation of all in power and office, however blameleſs, 
or of whatever principles, had ſo epidemically infected the 
minds the tongues and pens of a people once famed for their 
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conſtitutional generoſity and good- nature. This is an evil 
of great malignity and danger, as it is a moſt effectual diſcou- 
ragement of integrity, and confounds all diſtinction of cha- 
racter. But a diſpoſition to violence riot and confuſion is 
inconſiſtent with every bleſſing either of freedom or of go- 
vernment; inconſiſtent, with that perpetuity, which my 
good man wiſhes to his country. 

The great obſtacles to Reformation in the preſent age, are 
Luxury Corruption and Irreligion: which with ſome men 
are carried to ſuch a highth of effrontery, as even to aſſert, that 
no Reformation is either neceſſary or practicable. And in- 
deed, I fear it is impracticable, for the ETHIOPIAN 10 change 
his ſkin, or the LEOPARD his ſpots, or for them to do good that 
are ACCUSTOMED: ro DO EVIL IXI: for the LuxURIOUS to 
eultivate private virtue; the ſelfiſh and corRuyT® to admire 
and aſſume a public ſpirit IV]; or the 1nF1DEL to fubmit to 
the ſovereignty of Chriſt. By ſuch men, every attempt or 
effort of the honeſt, to check the libertiniſm corruption and 
irreligion of the times they live in, is deemed at beſt but a 
viſionary and romantic project; perhaps too, an impertinent N 
and troubleſomè officiouſneſs. 

To obviate all theſe hindrances of public virtue, the only re- 
fource of the people is in THE UNBIASSED CHOICE OF RELIGIOUS: 
AND VIRTUOUS, WISE AND INDEPENDENT MAGISTRATES: 
AND SENATORS, From thoſe, who are at the head of affairs, 


[X] JEREMIAH XIII. 23. 
[YL] AM 7 c yap 0 phos, i iT *. auhara uren 
H dar vg Hoh 06405 wl ho 
Ka Phy. ee, Age eagerdein,. | 
THEOCRITUS. xvi. 60. 
example: 


Y ( 23 ] 
example and influence ſilently or viſibly deſcend to all fubor- 
dinate ranks; and I need not obſerve, that That example and 
That influence will be generally ſuch, as are the principles 
and characters of thoſe in power and office. 

Having ſpoke, with ſo much freedom and ſimplicity, on 
the progreſſive improvement of our national happineſs; and 
on the means and inſtruments, by which it muſt be, if at all 
or ever, effected or advanced: the maxims of this diſcourſe (in 
which I have attempted to retrieve a much neglected though 
eflential doctrine) muſt be left to their own truth or 
importance, to influence your minds in the preſent choice of 
a Chief Magiſtrate of this moſt ancient magnificent and 
powerful City. 

If there be a Man, in whom the greateſt probity and honour 
have been inherent and conſpicuous in every ſtation and period 
of his life: who, to a fund of natural and clear good ſenſe. 
prudence and. judgment, has added the experience of buſineſs, 
the commerce of the world, and the moſt honourable fun- 
ctions of the Senate and Magiſtracy : who, undazzled by the 
luſtre of power, reveres the conſtitutional exerciſe of it in 
every department of government: loyal to the King, yet in- 
dependent on adminiſtration : a friend to the people, yet un- 
influenced by party-ſpirit or the breath of popular applauſe :: 
ever attentive, not to the fluctuations and changes of the 
times, but to thoſe laws, which are as permanent as the con-- 
ſtitution itſelf: if there be a Man, who is in principle and 
manners moſt firmly attached to the Chriſtian Religion, and 
to the Civil Eſtabliſhment of it in theſe. kingdoms; together 
wich its enlarged principles of Toleration to all, whoſe diſſent 
from it is conſiſtent with the public ſafety; —— of ſuch an: 
? | One, 


— 
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One, my near - affinity, gratitude, and perſonal attachment 
forbids me.to ſay more, than that you have had ſome expe- 
rience of theſe eminent qualities in your preſent Chief Ma- 
giſtrate and Repreſentative. None of thoſe, who honour and 
revere his virtues, would wiſh them to be farther engaged, in 
theſe trying times, in the arduous province of the Chief ma- 
giſtracy, on any other conſideration than that of the public 
good: and, I am perſuaded, no other conſideration would in- 
duce him to engage any farther in ſo difficult a province. 
On whomſoever your choice ſhall be placed, (and you have 
ſufficient ſcope for a very worthy choice) may it be on one, 
who, as far as the influence of this high office extends, may 
contribute towards the true accompliſhment of all our wiſhes 
for the public Happineſs, as they are expreſſed i in theſe pre- 
dictions: 1 
18. Violence ſball no more ihe heard in thy land, 
Waſting nor dęſtruction within thy borders; 
But thou ſhalt call thy walls Salvation, 
And thy gates Praiſe. 

21. Thy people alſo ſhall be all righteous : 
They ſhall inherit the land for ever, 
The branch of my planting, the work of my hands, 
That I may be glorified. 


A M E N! 


